
may accompany Down’s syndrome, e.g., intestinal blockage and 
defective heart development, it is emphasized that decisions for 
corrective measures must be left to the parents and that they have 
the right to refuse such measures. 

The genetic “mistake” which leads to Down’s syndrome is dis- 
cussed in detail and is illustrated very effectively. This and all dis- 
cussions should be easily understood without any scientific or tech- 
nical background. 

A large portion of the book is concerned with the physical, 
mental, and social characteristics of Down’s syndrome. While it is 
obviously impossible to make predictions about a particular child, 
general patterns of development are discussed, accompanied by 
graphs. I t  is emphasized that seeking professional assistance as soon 
as possible allows for the greatest assurance that a Down’s syn- 
drome child will achieve the highest level of development. Results of 
research and programs in this area have indicated that attention, 
education, and therapy between the age of 3 and 5 apparently have a 
substantial effect on the child’s future development. This is perhaps 
related to motivation; between 3 and 5, the child can master certain 
motor and learning skills. After that age, the Down’s child begins to 
lose ground on normal children and may be subject to a sense of 
frustration. 

Overall, this book is readable and informative without over- 
whelming the reader with peripheral information. 

StafReoiew 
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